Equipment in Care Home Guidance 

Based on recent figures (2018), there are 362 residential and nursing homes for older people in Surrey.  Evidence shows that there is an increasing volume of equipment being supplied via CES into Residential and Nursing Homes.  Currently estimated at 2,000 items issued in 2017/18 with a value of £125k+.  Many of these items are unaccountable and get lost in these homes. 
The confusion on who is responsible and funding items of equipment in care homes have also led to delays in provision to residents.  
The objective of the document is to introduce some comprehensive guidance in order to manage expectations and practice in this area.  
It will aim to promote consistent proactive understanding between managers/owners of care homes, health and social care commissioners and community equipment services commissioned by health and social services in Surrey. 
Document has been developed using a number of guidelines including Care Act 2014, the Health and Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated Activities) regulations 2010 and the Care Quality Commission (Registration) Regulations 2009: CQC Essential Standards of Quality & Safety (March 2010); 
CQC do not distinguish different responsibilities between residential and nursing homes therefore for the purpose of this document Care home refers to both residential care and nursing care homes unless otherwise specified.
It is expected that Care homes will provide a range of furniture and equipment to meet a variety of care and support needs, including variations in height, weight and size. They should relate to the care for which the home is registered and fulfil their health and safety obligations to their own care staff.  
An equipment matrix has been developed in the document, which identifies the expectation of what and who is responsible for specific equipment in care homes.
This document does not pertain to:
· Individuals who has their own tenancy within a supported living environment, this is considered as living within the community and therefore equipment provision will be funded via the CES following an assessment by a clinical professional. 
· General equipment in extra care schemes which is available to a number of different residents to use must be funded by the Extra Care Housing Provider.
A number of stakeholders have been consulted to help form this document:
· Occupational therapists in Adults and Children services
· Senior Commissioning Manager  
· Principal Social Worker (Adults)
· Some care homes have provided input and comments  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Health and social care equipment boards have also had sight of the document 
